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Genealogy 
research 
starts 
here….



Archived family 
stories…..



“Here are 67 family names 
that we have listed so far….



Adding new 
information to the 
Legacy files is an 
ongoing process….



Advertising 
Workshops: 

Writing
Interviewing
Publishing



My mother “traded” 
at Nixon’s Market…



Interviewing….
Getting “Smart” by 
using our iPhones  to 
record video and 
audio stories….



Lucille 
demonstrates 
interviewing skills. 
Her techniques are 
typed and 
displayed on 
overhead screen.



Four generations gather 
around the kitchen table.

“Mom, did you REALLY 
go fishing on your 

honeymoon?”



All ages attend 
the genealogy 
workshop, which 
developed into a 
genealogy club….



Jasper listens 
attentively as his 
mom relates a 
family story…



Visitors share stories as 
they browse through old 
newspapers and utilize 
the Legacy program…..



Our goal is to stir curiosity and 
spark the imagination through the 

telling of family stories…… 



Matilynn tells her great 
grandmother’s story…. 

“She loved to play with 
dolls and she loved tea 
parties!”



“Have you ever asked 
your grandma what 
she ate for an 
afterschool snack?”..





“Can you imagine? 
Your 

great grandparents 
probably went to a 
country school just 
like this one……”



Fourth 
graders 
interviewed 
grandparents 
and wrote 
their stories



As a result, 
they created 
Family Trees 
which were 
displayed at 
the Museum.



Snapshot in 
Time

“After the floodwaters 
receded in May of 1935, I 
rowed across the river  
and waded in slippery 
mud to help Dr. Peck 
deliver a healthy baby 
girl…..” Nurse Jane Roach



Snapshot in 
Time

“We climbed the hill to 
escape the rising flood 

waters. When the 
lightning lit up the sky, 

we’d see the farm 
buildings go by, piece 

by piece. It was a 
horrible sight….”

Deloris Rath



“This was my school. We 
had two outhouses, one 
for boys and one for 
girls…”



“They burned coal in the 
big old  stove that was 
in the middle of the 
schoolroom floor…”



“When I was a little 
girl my grandpa took 
me on a ride in a 
wagon just like that 
one…”



“Let me tell you about the 
time I saw a bobcat out 
behind the barn…..”



Bum……



It was awesome…..



What was 
life like in 
St. Francis, 
during 
WWII years?



High school 
students find 

answers in 
old 

newspapers…



These students 
developed a 
DVD 
presentation 
outlining what 
they learned 
about life in St. 
Francis during 
WWII: 
LIFE ON THE 
HOMEFRONT.



Every person who walks 
through the Museum doors 

has a story….
Be prepared!



To his surprise, this young 
visitor discovered  the section 
marking the Dewey Ranch on 
this 1887 map…
“Wow! My sister dates a 
boy whose last name is 
Dewey!”



Molly and her daughter 
walked through the 
museum doors in the 
spring of 2016 in search 
of their Rathbun roots. 
THEY FOUND THEM!



These pages from the diary of 
Bert Rathbun tell that the 
family stopped in Cheyenne 
County in 1909…



Molly was 
overwhelmed when 
she stood on the 
very land that her 
grandfather 
homesteaded.



Cheyenne County Museum
West U S Hwy 36

PO Box 611
St. Francis, KS 67756

Arickaree Breaks




